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The 1921 Sells-Floto Circus litho 
reproduced on the cover was designed 
and printed by the Strobridge Lithograph 
Co. It was a six sheet. 

This poster and the others illustrating 
the 1921 Sells-Floto article in this issue 
have been reproduced from the official 
photo record cards of the Strobridge firm 
These 5 x 7” photos are from the Harold 
Dunn collection. The year and size of the 
poster is stamped on the back of each 
photo. 
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CHS DUES INCREASED 


Inflation has taken its toll in the opera- 
tion of the Circus Historical Society, and 
its principal activity, the publication of the 
BANDWAGON 

Printing and postage costs have 
skyrocketed, and now with the severe rise 
in the cost of photographic film used in 
making the printing plates, due to in- 
creased silver prices, we must raise the 
dues and subscription prices. 

Many members have expressed an in- 
terest in helping beyond their annual dues 
This year two new membership categories 
have been introduced to give the CHS 
additional financial help. Your dues state- 
ment will show a Sustaining Membership 
at $25.00 and a Contributing Membership 
at $50.00, per year. Both of these include 
the regular membership or subscription 
cost, with the extra amount going into the 
general operating account 

When you soon receive your dues and 
subscription notice for the year starting 
May 1, 1980, the regular dues will be $13.50 
in the United States and $15.00 outside 
this country. Those who wish can go 
further in helping the organization by 
becoming Sustaining or Contributing 
members. Your officers and directors feel 
the BANDWAGON continues to be a 
bargain at the new rate, and trust that you 
will agree. 


CHS BARABOO CONVENTION 


Plans are firming up for an outstanding 
program for the annual convention of the 
Circus Historical Society in Baraboo, Wis., 
on July 5, 6 and 7, 1980. 





The highlight will be the horse drawn 
circus parade to be presented by the 
Circus World Museum on July 5 

Itis vital that all who plan to attend make 
motel reservations at once as sleeping 
space is very tight. You are urged to make 
your plans and reservations at once 


P.M. McClintock 


We'll be getting no more letters in that 
expansive scrawl on motel stationary from 
Box 891 in Franklin, Pa. On 17 January 
1980 Plumer Mercedes McClintock, the 
king of the circusiana dealers, died. In his 
own way he was as responsible as anyone 
for the preservation of circus material 
Working out of a store that resembled the 
Library of Congress after a hurricane, he 
ferreted out circus material and sold it to 
both private and public collections for over 
forty years. He was instrumental in 
building many great collections including 
those of Bill Kasiska, Don Smith, Bill 
Woodcock, Fred Pfening, and Harry 
Hertzberg 

His three greatest triumphs may well 
have been his acquisition from the 
Strobridge and Erie Lithograph Com- 
panies, and his trades with Princeton 
University for the duplicates of the Mc- 
Caddon collection. Had it not been for his 
efforts, the Strobridge and Erie cor- 
respondence and printed material may 
well have been destroyed, and certainly 
Forepaugh, Barnum route books, and 
many other items relating to James A 
Bailey would be be much rarer had he not 
acquired those at Princeton. He was still 
selling material from these sources as late 
as thirty years after obtaining them 

He also put material in general circula- 
tion from collections acquired from many 
old troupers including the Welsh Bros. 
Pete Sun, Fred Kerslake and others 
Always a manwith a sharp eye for the main 
chance, he sold letters from old showmen 
who wrote him they had nothing they 
wished to part with 

His other great contribution was the 
hundreds of old parade and lot scenes he 
sold over the years. These pictures provid- 
ed historians with invaluable information, 
his set of the 1887 Forepaugh parade in 
Lansing, Michigan, being perhaps the 
most famous. 

Through his contacts in the antique 
world, he handled a remarkable amount of 
material over the years. Had he collected 
and not dealt, he would have surely had 
one of the two or three finest collections 
ever. As late as the mid-1970's he was 
peddling a group of lithos from the 1880's, 
and in the 1960's he offered such prizes as 
an 1842 June Titus and Angevine route 
book for sale. To McClintock these items 
rated his highest accolade: museum 
pieces 

He acted more like a circus press agent 
than an antique dealer, and often ad- 
dressed customers as “highpockets” or 
‘uptown He always poor mouthed 
himself, and complained that everybody 
was copying his pictures leaving him 


nothing to sell. Despite his protestations 
about being broke all the time, he would 
often write “Sorry about being late in 
answering, but was in New Orleans to see 
the Sugar Bowl 

He was one of a kind and we'll miss him 
He was the last survivor of the big collec- 
tors of the 1930's. One imagines him in 
heaven with Charles Bernard, Spencer 
Chambers, and Morton Smith telling them 
how they always beat him out of choice 
material, and how he somehow always got 
the short end of trades. Don't believe him 
boys, more important circus material 
passed through old P.M.’s hands than the 
rest of you put together 


McGINNS BOOKS AND GIFTS 
121 N. MT. VERNON 
PRESCOTT, AZ. 86301 


LISTS OF BOOKS, POSTERS, 
BROADSIDES, TICKETS, 
PROGRAMS AND CIRCUS GIFTS. 


IF YOU WANT THE NEW UP- 
DATED LISTS OF BOOKS, 
POSTERS, BROADSIDES, 
TICKETS, PROGRAMS, AND CIR- 
CUS GIFTS SEND 50 CENTS IN 
STAMPS, 50 CENTS WILL APPLY 
TO FIRST ORDER. 


The book you've been waiting for 
“THE CIRCUS LIFE and ADVENTURES of ADAM BARDY” 


...A thrilling adventurous story of how Adam’s adventure started 
before the age of 10, when on a Saturday in 1915, the Buffalo Bill 
Wild West Circus was playing in his home town... Adam’s first run 
away and now a thrilling life begins that leads to gypsy friends... 
then a truly adventurous circus life in the Roaring 20’s...thena 
venture into prize fighting and now a true life among the gypsies 
begins 


Out of the circus adventure see how Adam found his way, with 
a friend, into the Kentucky mountains and there he led the life of 
a moonshine mountaineer. 


.. Read about Adam’s life as a big time bootlegger that began in 
the Roaring 20’s and how his bootlegger operation was ended when 
a large group of State Police swooped down on his farm... Read 
about Adam’s get-away and then a fugitive life with gypsy friends 
is started 


.. Read about his venture of going into the daring fortune telling 
of reading a person’s past, present and future ... from one’s photo 
alone. 


.. Read one of the most thrilling books of the true story of a mod- 
ern day fortune teller... A collector's item. 


Order from: 
ADAM BARDY 
Route 1 
Thompson, Conn. 06277 


Special at 
$7.95 
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SECOND LARGEST SHOW IN THE WORLD 


Gy 


CHICAGO OFFICE 


South Dearbor 


SEASON 


A HISTORY OF THE SELLS-FLOTO CIRCUS FOR 
THE SEASONS OF 1921 AND 1922 
by Gordon M. Carver 


Foreword 


For reasons not now apparent information con 


erning the Floto Circus for the seasons of 
1921 and 1922 was scarce and hard to find from the 
usual sources. This show, the largest of those owned 
and operated by what was to bec the American 
Circus Corporation, seemed to be one of the least 
reported and recorded, at least during these years 
Were it not for the help of Joe Bradbury and Fred 
Pfening adequate and interesting coverage of thi: 
how for these two years would have been virtually 
programs and pictures that 
these two fine circus historians were able 


impossible. Beside 


upply 
they were able to give me the records kept by Isaac 
Marks, J. A. Havirland, and Bill Woodcock, Sr. who 
had accumulated a wealth of ¢ data while they 
were still alive. | also want to thank Bob Boyer for the 
use of his marvelous collection of Sells-Floto Circu 
from the 1920s. And finally | must thank 
Reynolds for all of his data on the Sells-Floto 
elephants, much more than | could find room for 
The year 1921 ells-Floto Circus start its 20tk 
season, now under the new t and 
ownership of Jerry Mugivan, Bert Bo and 
Edward Ballard, These men were already t 
of four other shows, Hagenbeck-Wallace Circu 
John Robinson Circus, Howes Great London Circu: 
and Yankee Robinson Circus. With the addition of 
the Sells-Floto show to their roster there was no 
juestion that they were the equals of the Ringlings in 


nanagem 


the ownership of circus equipment 
and recognition. And the Sells-Floto Circus was to be 


f not in power 


igling Bros. and Barnum 


for patronage. With it 


principal rival of t 
% Bailey Combined Show 
ize on the lot it would be virtually indistingu 


from the "Big One" to the average circus goer. They 


both had six pole big top: 


ilthough those of Sells-Floto covered somewhat le 


and menagerie top 


na 

In the spring of 1921 the five circuses owned by 
Mugivan, Bowers and Ballard were all in winter 
juarters spread about the m Hagenbeck 
Wallace in West Baden, Indiana, John Robinson in 
Peru, Indiana, t Great London and Yankee 
Robinson, purchased late in 1920, at Hall's Circu 
Farm in Lancaster, Missouri, and Sells-Floto in its old 


cation of Denver, Colorado. This combination o 


owners would put out four shows in 1921. The 

Howes Great London was increased from 1 

cars with the added equipment f 

Yankee Robinson show. The remaining Yankee 

Robinson equipment wa: Id, mostly to Palmer 
With all thi 


only natural that some switching of property 


V how property on hand it 
hows would occur. So that Howes Great 

London could have an air calliope, one was sent from 
to to Lancaster. Evidently Sells-Floto had ar 

of musical parade wagons of various kind: 
‘ol. Bill Woodcock once said that when he saw the 
ells-Floto Circus ir ] 


alliopes, one steam calliope 


1917 the parade had two air 
ne unafon and one 
rgan wagon 
In February 1921 Howes Great London Circus had 
purchased a male hippo, “Little Vic’, a 600 pound 
animal, from. the hington, D.C., zoo. This same 
ater became the great ‘Victor’. Howes had r 
able cage for this animal but Sells-Floto did have 


yne that was surplus. So the Sells-Floto cage wa 


Camel team pulling Sells-Floto polar 
bear cage No. 50 inside the Chicago 
Coliseum in 1921. P.M. McClintock collec- 
tion. 


This art design was used on the route 
cards of the Sells-Floto Circus from 1921 
through 1924. Pfening collection. 


n Circu 
Floto promptly 

nyder”. He was a replacement 
snyder" that had sired severa 
Circus until he had to be 


after rampage in Salinas, Kansas, tr 


killed 

eptember 

The usual winter quarters activities took place in 

As had been true in recent years many of the 

performers made their winter homes ir 

rons so that there was alway 

their activities in and around the winter 

during the off season. But the winter's big 

that the show was again to start the season 

1 the Coliseum in Chicago, this year on April 9, fora 

xteen day run through April 24 with an impressive 

roster of performers and a new Spec entitled "The 

Birth of a Nation”, One of the star attractions, new to 

the United State: Poodles Hanneford, famou: 

omedy bareback rider from Ireland, who was to be 

leatured st advertising lithographs were 
red to publicize his performing skills. Adva 

also proclaimed that the show had forty 

but this was a gross exageration, the 

have been only 

een for the Chicago engagement but with only 


The elephants, animal cages and 


were housed in the Coliseum 


the opening date neared the show requested 
aerial acts with rigging were 
eum on April 4, all other performers and ticket 


ellers on April 5 and the big show band on April 6 


report at the 


All the working men including the cookhouse crew 
were to report in St. Louis, the under canvas opening 
tand, on April 22 and the side show people April 23 
All hostlers, animal men and prop men had to report 
in Denver on or before April 1 
The show opened with a matinee Saturday, April 9 
in a snow storm to about a 90% full house. Beside 
the Mssrs. Mugivan, Bowers and Ballard, H.H 
Tammen, Otto Floto and Major Gordon “Pawnee Bill 
Lillie were in attendance. Also attending was a large 
roup from the Showmen's League of America who 
pre 1 the show with a large floral horeshoe 
which was placed in the lobby 
Following a pre-show concert by Don Montgomery 
and his 32 piece band, the performance started with 
aforementioned spec, “The Birth of the Rair 
The performance in Chicago was presented in 
three rings and two stages as it was throughout the 
tented tour. The program which follows was that 
ven on the road, the Chicago show being beefed up 
ightly with the addition of a few aerial and ground 
acrobatic acts not here listed 
2—First came clowns in grotesque antics with 
funny mule the three rin 
rings had three groups of elephant 
and original feat three elephants in 
nd ring worked by Stella Rowland and Mile 
with Blanche Wells handling four in the 
The bulls had been trained by Emory 
(who formerly had handled that chore for the 
was in charge of the menagerie 


phant 


and Newton 
Don Ward; The 





Sells-Floto cage in street parade, season 
of 1915. This cage was sent from the 
show's Denver quarters to Howe's Great 
London Circus in Lancaster, Mo. in the 
early spring of 1921. It was used to house 
the newly purchased young male hippo, 
Little Vic. Joe Bradbury collection 


Air calliope on Sells-Floto lot about 
1919. The corner carvings came from an 
earlier air calliope on the show in 1915 
The sunburst type carvings on the sides 
were originals (or duplication) of those on 
the flat bed tableau used in 1917 to carry a 


horse and lady rider in patriotic costumein 
the street parade. The air calliope wagon 
pictured here was shipped from the show's 
Denver quarters to Howe's Great London 
Circus at Lancaster, Mo. inthe early spring 
of 1921, Joe Bradbury collection 


vent ended 
ipping of the 


everything 


Howe's Great London Circus cage on 
the lot, season of 1921. This cage was 
shipped from Sells-Floto’s Denver 
quarters to the Howe's quarters in Lan- 
caster, Mo. to house the young male 
hippo, Little Vic, who in time grew into the 
massive Victor. Joe Bradbury collection. 
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Richmond all 
weather 
According to J.A. Havirland, in 1921 Sells-Floto 
Circus was using, in addition to one advance car, 7 
tocks, 14 flats and 8 coaches for a total of 30 cars 
According to The Billboard early in the year the show 
had purchased 7 new 70 foot electric lighted steel 
performers steel diner, and one 
workingman’s steel diner. This adds up to 9 cars, not 
the 8 the show was known to have. Either one of the 
7 sleepers did not make the tour or more likely the 
two diners were actually one, half being for the 
performers and half for the workmen. These cars it 
was Said had been purchased from the Hotchkiss 
Blue Company. However, there is some doubt as to 
the accuracy of this statement 
After the close of the Saturday night show in 
Richmond they left for Pittsburgh. They were 
enroute 27 hours, not arriving until 6 a.m., Monday 
Then it was three hours before the cars were spotted 
and unloading could begin. This was followed by a 
to the lot. The result was that the 
downtown until 1:30 and the 
how was not able to start until 3:45. In spite of this a 
traw house greeted the show in the afternoon and 
again at night so that all the track numbers had to be 
cut out. Tuesday the 
nto East Liberty. Both parade route: 
miles long. Tuesday the show had two 
Local papers commented that this was the 
first time in several years that had clear 
weather. John Robinson Circus playing in another 
area near Pittsburgh a few days earlier had had 
drizzle and a muddy lot. On Wednesday, after a 126 
mile run and arrival at 10:00 a.m. in the rain in Oil 
City, the menagerie was not put up. At the following 
towns, Warren, Pennsylvania, and Mount Mori 
New York, where they had another 10:00 a.m. arriva 
they had more rain. The week ended Saturday in 
Rochester with an early arrival after a 37 mile run 
clear and warm weather and two straw house 
The week of May 16 opened in Syracuse with cold 
and disagreeable weather but two capacity house: 
Binghamton, Scranton and Easton 
Easton, in a very unusual procedure, they unloaded 
acro’ New Jersey, after 
which they had a long two mile pull all uphill to the 
lot. On Friday they played Newark, New Jersey, and 
here the writer witnessed a very unusual nt 
Sells-Floto Circus on all its visits to Newark alway 
unloaded a block from my home so | saw the all white 
show, “The Circus Beautiful’, as all it 
proclaimed in a small blue shield on each side in the 
upper front corner, unload many times. But | never 
in those early years saw the performance or parade 
My mother had been born and raised in Bridgeport 
and was convinced that no show except Barnum & 
Bailey (she did not even recognize that the Ringling 
Bros. part of the name existed) was worth anything 
However, | did watch the show unload that morning 
before school and as soon as school was out! was on 
my bike riding across town, about a mile to the lot 
As | approached the lot along the avenue | could 
ee through trees the beautiful white tents with all 
the flags flying atop the center poles in the light 
breeze. But when | arrived at th itrance to the 
midway all was still. There were some people on the 
idewalk in front of the midway and a few gawkers on 
the midway, but there was no activity. Under the 
marquee sat appeared to be some of the 
management. It was obvious that no show was being 
given. | soon learned that the show had not been 
granted a permit. That evening the 
explained that efforts by the Sell 


gave the show clear and warm 


leepers, one 


five mile hau 
parade did not get 


how paraded again, this time 
> eight 
apacity 


houses 
a CITCU 


followed. At 


the river in Phillipsburg 


wagon: 


what 


newspaper 
Floto management 
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This Mack Bulldog truck shown on 
Sells-Floto in 1921 is one of the early 


models. 


An article covering all 


Mack 


trucks on circuses will appear in an up- 
coming issue. Oregon Historical Society 


collection. 
to locate responsible 


the necessary permit 


parade or performance: 


noon the 
able te 


for me t 
tock top wagon 
Next day's paper 
city officials who cou 
perm 
guests at the Char 
about 3 
hing 


Swannanoa 
weekend of f 


Bailey Circus was due 


howing on the same 
onclusions. A‘ 
unique a kind 
the Ringlings. In any 
wares of the Sells-F 
The show left New 
was to finish the week 


This 1921 


newspaper 


city official 
had been un 


were 


part of the 


who ¢ 


given. In late 


occurred too late 


uld issue 


uccessful so no 


atter 


how packed up and loaded out so | wa 
witness that 
otherwise would have 

> except for the cookhouse 


activity which 
nthe night 
and draft 


aid that it had learned that the 


Id have 


les Ringling e 


Q miles from 


The Ringling Bi 


n Newark th 
lot, So we are 
far a 
way of ha 
vent Ne 
Circus in 1s 
ark for Stater 


in Clifton. It, of course, 


| know this wa 
{ling oppo: 
ark did not 


the necessary 


its if they had been located were (conveniently) 


tate at Lake 
Newark, for a 
ros.-Barnum & 
following week 
left to draw our 
a very 
tion by 
ee the 
321 

Island where it 
hadan 


ad used in 


Houston, Texas, was one of the few that 
did not mention Poodles Hanneford. Pfen- 


ing collection. 


HOUSTON'S ciRcus DAY. Thursday, November 17th 


TU] 


DY, 


Seat Sale at Public-Drug Company 


9A.M., 


November 17th 


early arrival and welcomed with splendid 
45 members of a 
4 local institution were guests of the 
at the matinee. Then after the evening 
was completed, and most of the seat 
been removed from the big tor 


torm 


weather and two capacity house 
boys’ band from 
how 
and props had 
a5 it was being taken 
and wind squall finished the 

1 but the show wa 
Schenectady 


down a sudder 
job. No one was inju 
iderably delayed in 
Monday May 23 
Because of the late 


con 


leavir or 


tart from Staten Island and 
ump of 196 miles the show did not 
t Sunday. After a 
straight 


arrive in Schenectady until 5 p.m 
schenectady the show made 
achusetts for Boston in short jump: 
Pittsfield, Hartford, Springfield, and 
itchburg and Worchester with good weather in all of 


the last five except Hartford they had a 


y day in 
across Ma' 
topping at 


where 
downpour of rain almost all day 
The show arrived in Boston, on 
to get ready for a full week of six days in “the Hub 
The city was well billed and the newspapers were full 
how. Much of the latter had been the 

ponsibility of Frank Braden, Contracting Press 
Agent, but it was here that he left the show for the 
Ringling zation where he was to have a long 
He was rep! Villiam S. Naylor. The 
Paul Harrell and the 
managed by Carl Porter, each 
pending a week in the city, had billed the city 
they had to for the Ringling Bros.-Barnum 
& Bailey $ were due in onthe same lot June 13 
Getting the show into the cities in the east and mid 
west ahead of the “Big One" was the job of General 
Agent Edward C. Warner which he was highly 
uccessful in accomplishing, much to the an 
noyance of the Ringlings and the pleasure of 
Bowers and Ballard 

The week in Boston was a highly successful one 
The parade was postponed until Tuesday soit would 
not conflict with Monday's Memorial Day parade put 
on by the American Legion and Veterans of the 
Spanish American War. On Tuesday afternoon 
Governor Cox attended the performance and the 
next day Roland Butler, then working for the Boston 
Herald-Traveler and later to join Sparks Circus and 
then Ringling Bros,Barnum & Bailey Circus, spent 
the day on the show. Then on Thursday two leopards 
were born. After six days of near perfect weather and 
good crowds the show finished its stay in Boston 
Saturday night and packed up to leave on its further 
tour of New England towns 

When the show had been in Pittsfield the week 
before Marcks made a 
nventory of the 


Sunday, May 29 


organ 


tenure aced by W 


advance car managed by 


opposition brigade 


avily a 


Mugivan 


Isaac rather complete 
how which we give here. He said 


that the stock and flat cars were white with red 





: LLS-F LOTOsu 


ys 


AN EXHIBITI (ON TRAINED ANIMATSixcx®°HIPPOPOTAMUS SEALS ‘300737 ELEPHANTS. 


The outstanding menagerie of the Sells- 
Floto Circus was featured in this 20 sheet 
poster printed by Strobridge in 1921. Dunn 
collection 


and a hipp 
Interestingly he 
fore the ea 

elephants, three 


Youn, 


Trilby ca 


and Frieda both 


weather th 
hird week 


ampbelltor 


juarters (now the home of the 
The week ended in Eau 
eapolis. In Eau Claire the car 
rds traveled was broken into 
later the police 
lothe: 
n ripped and blown down 
d (the erected size — the 
ut 150 feet) with three 50 foot 
t is interesting that as big 
nly about as wide 
Clyde Beatty-Cole 
ked pretty big 
on the lot there 
look at. The 
ind with five 30 foot 
the ten 
a and zebras. The 
ound with two 30 foot 
width entrance 
ght single width 
ble width banner 
hting lion. There was also a 
e padroom was a 60 foot 
idle, Other tents were a 
ack top, three draft stock tops 
ookhouse and four or five small top 
irse, the entrance marquee 
xteenth week was a memorable one. The 
pened in Stevens Point, Wisconsin, and then 
1 to Oshkosh for July 16. There it “day and 
Al. G. Barnes Circus. Barnes was only two 
ay down the street. There was no evidence 
le between the shows’ billing crews and 
iendship on show day. Mugivan, Ballard 
Terrell and Warner were there and enter 


ed Mr. and Mrs. Al. G. Barnes and General Agent 


ells-Floto dining top for dinner. A 


paper described the event, “What proved to be 


rcus day Oshkosh ever had has come 

There were no casualties in the battle 

and both entertainments did a 

doubtful if either one 

ich larger crowds if the circuses 

1 different dates, instead of both 

p ame day. To an impartial judge, it 
vident that both companies did a fine busines: 
Barnes Circus (admission 85 

both performances. The Sells 

/5 cents) did not have the 

afternoon or evening 

ices but it had a somewhat larger tent and 

ty than Barnes Circus and 
idance appeared to be 

ter tentage, as a matter of 

on probably exhibited to 
entertainment. In 

broke about even, it 


tir 
eating 


roposition in t! 


he matter of 
rcus was f cla n every 
and wholesome. The two were 
nt type f circuses, and some 
other and decided their 

Barnes billed his circus here 

g the bills of the Sells-Floto 

ame date. Both circuse 

almost a stones throw 

action appeared to be hurt 


and there was plenty of 


ard tended to confirm 
for both show 
While business 


appeared good 
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there was one e de that belie I The six pole big top of the Floto show is 
eems that during the p Sells-Floto pictured on a lot in 1921. Pfening collec- 


in coming around orner pm ree tion. 
tartled a Barne 

wagon to the lot 

over the curb and kr 

in front of a jewelry store 

damages, stating the accident was caused by Sell 

Floto Circus, but they posted a $100 bond to cover 

their later court appearance. It is apparent that th 
was all a purely legal skirmish having no real effect 
on the relationship between the show 

of the two st tainly was a contrast to 

of the Sells-Floto show under the Bonf 
ownership when they carried on bitter battle: 


other shows, particularly the Ringling interests. The e morer 


week was finished out in Sheboygan, Milwaukee at 7:00 p.m 

Kenosha, and Lake Geneva with no further incident tand. Tan 
note were ( 
With the arrival in Kensington, Illinois, a suburb of 


Chicago, on Sunday July 31, the show star 


period when Sunday shows became a fairly regular 
occurrence. Also at Kensington there were a number 


of visitors from the Ringling show which was playing 
n Chicago. The rest of the week the show was ir 
Kewanee, Davenport, lowa, lowa City, Des Moine: 
Trenton, Missouri, and St. Joseph. In Des Moin 
there was a street car strike and, with jitney 
the only way to get to the show ground: 
suffered somewhat. In Trenton the night st 
be hurried and the concert eliminated be 
threatened high wind 

The eighteenth week started with ar 
show, August 7, the first of a two day rur 


This delightful animal bill featured 
Poodles Hanneford, the feature of the 1921 
Floto show. It was a six sheet and was 
printed by Strobridge. Dunn collection. 


SELL‘ 


the three were 
th the 


g and rain at 


another t 


with 
y one block 
nor at the 
ookhouse. The 
re the lot wa 
where it 

1rd where 


gave the parade 


tarted with another 
tague, California. Then 
re they hada 5a.m 

1 great numbers of 
ow run of about 

nous route into 
et in until 2:30 in 
at 6:30 in the 

on that such a 


ance in the 


This 6 sheet Strobridge billis interesting 
as it shows a baby seal being balanced by 
its mother. The same scene is depicted in 
the menagerie bill. Dunn collection. 


ROBATIC TRAINED SEALS 





The Buffalo Tableau wagon was used in ppt f as, Arizona, and Columbu 
the 1921 Sells-Floto parade. This photo I t > tarting in E! Pa 
was taken in 1920. Clayton Hawkes photo. and nt four last tc f th 


This large three den cage was used in 
the 1921 parade, also a 1920 photo. 
Clayton Hawkes photo. 
evenit Bryan, Corsicana, Dallas and Fort Worth 
they arr rly and set up on the 


Local 4 t it the largest 


. Dallas in years. And so a successfu 
Jose before 


Thursday for a four day visit. The e from t : ithe T bd wd 
was at Eighth and Market St ght —towr { war earl ve BACK ISSUES OF 

performances in the cit t or near capa arades and two performance c BANDWAGON 

and the sk celv ] pra Se ma the f s ] ville nt 1966 all but Mar.-Ap., July-Aug., 


par v 16 3 ] Nov., Dec 
what no other show had 1 F e to Orange and for a change on ) 1967 all but May-June 
took Poodles Hanneford, se elephant 4 Arthur. Ai f 1 1968 all issues available 
number i ers and wns t e episode urred. Se! t > ye 1969 all but Mar.-Ap., May-June, 
Children’s Hospital a t a for the to have more elephan’ a W Nov.-Dec. 
hundreds of yntined e rest of tha 4 fara never 1970 all but Sept.-Oct. 
week w f ' ckt fe a e in for n ent 1971 all but May-June 
Hanford, Porterv id er lost of the e 4 it Flot 1972 all issues available 
fe a and toba ht nuct d ar 1973 all issues available 
1974 all issues available 
1975 all issues available 
1976 all issues available 
1977 all issues available 
1978 all issues available 
1979 all issues available 
Price is now $2.25 each. Add 90¢ 
a Js t [ ving ndre lets he postage. 
they were in early for the run from Sa F ed aga e SE e BANDWAGON BACK ISSUES 
only the shortest run of the season F rcus found it nece: ine of 2515 Dorset Rd. 
had to unloa e city lit Columbus, Ohio 43221 


the lot. The anta Ana ar f e season ended with Texas stops in Galveston 
With five left they 
Monday, ( 4, in Los Angele e FOR SALE 
They h ity business f r are Birth-Baptismal Certificate of Charles Ringling 
a Monday e ts. 0 8 x 10 glossy copy $15.00 ea 
night Al. G. Bar ) tof the show Original—Matted, framed, illuminated $1,200.00 
econd time that f movie star . 1928 Sparks Handbills $10.00 ea. 
attended the six f 1 followe: 2 for $15.00 
Pomona, Riverside and £1 Ce a a 127 Van Amburgh Handbills $40.00 ea. 
mile run, a a.m. arriv and two International Allied Handbills $30.00 ea 
performa wer c ) r . Adam Forepaugh Handbills (framed) $40.00 ea. 
Now started the h run through Arizona an . W.C. Coup Handbills (dated 1878—framed) $45.00 
New Mexico into Texas. The week of October 30 . W.C. Coup Advertising Bill for Two-headed 
tarted with a ‘matinee only" in Yuma zona, to be Nightingale Siamese Twins (framed) $50.00 
follo 4 200 mile run to Phoe arrived . One High Striker Mallet—Very heavy, very old $175.00 fob 


there at 6 in the m J e J —All Items Guaranteed Authentic— 
good f fe : : th 
por nee ( Shipped Postpaid and Insured 


arrived early in Tuscon, gave le 

performances to satisfactory t re e Opp 10% Discount to dealers with verification 
tion brig af the Al. G. Bar r visito' J.E. LAVENDER 

the last Flot d arne Rt. 2, Box 52 

Circus for the rest of the season. Ther P| Rocky Mount, Virginia 24151 


had long runs as would most of the rest of the se: 


did not 





THE CIRCUS YEAR IN REVIEW 


1979 SEASON 


ake 
year and the future 
uncertain 

The spring 
reated pri 


and white 
match the 
dition to several 
roused a petting 


rly route carried the show 

na, after which it 

The midway and side show front of the tracked int tr and ted west along the 
Fisher Bros. Circus is shown in West Point, f coast through A d Mississippi. Then it 
Ky., in July 1979. Bill Rhodes photo. eaded north } isas and Tennessee 
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a 
Great Ay i 


‘ciRCUS 


Great American Circus on the lot at 
Carrollton, Ga., April 19, 1979. Photo by 
Joe Bradbury. 


Considerable bad weather was encountered in the 
In May the 
Missouri, Indiar antucky, and 


early week how was in the midwest 
playing date: 
Ohio, then it moved eastward into Pennsylvania, The 
how was the host circu the annual CFA 
convention in Gettysburg, Pa., June 11. Jerry Collin 
was quoted in late May, “This year has been a good 
one so far. Sure, we had to endure the floods in 
Mississippi but that is all behind u 

In June how played New Jersey, then 
moved up into New England for date: 
cut, Maine, and Rhode | 


Pennsylvania and then west into Ohio and Michigan 


in Connect 


t saw it back in 


and. Augu 
As fall began the show moved in a southeasterly 
direction through West Virginia, Tennessee, the 
and back into Florida. Final date 
Tampa, Nov. 12-14 

Frank McCloskey died on 
November 8. A short time earlier Collir had 


Carolinas, Geo 
of the seasc 
After a lengthy illne 


purchased his interest and thus became sole owner 
of Beatty-Cole and the Acme properties. Collins later 
organized a new corporation, Universal Circus 
Holding ( which would be the parent unit from 
now on. At the season's end Collins was quoted in the 
trade publication’ 
triving to return the Beatty-Cole circu 

to its former glory and plans for 1980 are well 
underway 

Collin: 0 promised in 2 future that the 
operations would be diversified but no immediate 
changes were antic 1. For several months it had 
been speculated al on the show as well a 
outsiders that some as in the format might be 
coming. Whether this meant a return to some 
ponsored dates would be forcoming, only time will 
tell 

The absence of King Bros. and Sells & Gray wa 
trongly felt in 1975 th circus people and fan 
alike. A King titled ad operated continuously 
ince 1959 and Sells & Gray since 1962. Sells & Gray 
had alw an Acme property and King since 
1961. Keen observers of the circus scene said that 
many f tands in Georgia, the Carolinas, as well 


as territ Tennessee and 


intappec 979 due to the 


hows. Hopef both would return at some future 
date 

pent very 
little time in winterquarters, opened its season very 
early in the year, at San Diego, Calif., Jan. 5-8 


Circus Varg which traditionally ha 


Clifford . Vargas, the show's owner, had virtually an 


all new performance and termed his 1979 edition 
The best show I've ever had." A new big top, 160 ft 

round with three 50's, made of blue canvas trimmed 
in Orange, wa: 
hardtop as it usually was, but when on the ground an 
older orange colored top wa: 
w top which was eliminated in mid season 

ing from the Vargas midway. Init 

tead the elephant herd was staked out on one side 
{ the midway and could be plainly seen by all 

entering the area. An elephant ride was operated 


used when the show was set up on 


put up. A menagerie 


there as well as inside the big top during intermi 
ion. Also on the midway were a pony sweep, Moon 
jarge concession semi. The splendid sem 
restroom facilities was parked a con 
venient distance away 
The number of elephants in the Vargas elephant 
herd varied during the season from 10 to 13. 
Included were some bulls privately owned by Rex 
Williarr upt. of elephants. One of Williams’ male 
elephants, “Reed”, died during surgery in the early 
This art work was used by the Jungle 
Wonders Circus in newspaper ads and a 
promotional folder. Hank Fraser collec- 


tion. 


eaturing Wo 
Largest Wording Zoo 


# CAPT. JOHN TERRILL DAVENPORT'S © 
wild jungle beasts 


Circus Genoa semi No. 30, elephants, on 
lot at Towanda, Pa., May 30, 1979. Photo 
by Robert Treat. 


part of the season. The show travelled on 17 
vehicles, most of them semis. A new custom built 
trailer housed the office and ticket department, A 
feature of the vehicle was four ticket window 
Although no caged animals were carried other than 
the tigers for Harry Thomas Jr.'s act there was a 
goodly number of lead stock. Approximately 25 head 
of ring horses were carried, enough to provide three 
rings of liberty acts simultaneously plus 6 ponies. A 
count of other lead stock at the show's stand in 
Atlanta, Ga, Oct. 6-11, revealed 1 zebra, 1 
dromedary, 2 llamas, 1 donkey, 1 yak, and 13 
elephant 

Vargas, which developed the format for playing 
hopping centers continued exclusively with this 
operation throughout the season with dates usually 
running from 3 to 6 days in duration. In Atlanta the 
how used virtually no posters or dates, other than in 
the sponsor mall, but widespread use was made of a 
window card, Only one design of the card was used 
but it could be spotted in store windows located 
many miles in all directions from the mall 

Vargas began the season with one of the longest 
tours of California on record, from opening day until 
ate June when the show finally moved northward 
into Oregon. The much shorter moves than usual 
were of great benefit during the worst of the gas 
hortage weeks in that state in April and May, A 
repeat of the northwest area of Oregon and 

hington which had been so profitable a year ago 

how spent two weeks in the Seattle 
was very big despite the fact that 
three other shows were booked into the city, Hubert 
Castle, American Continental, and Ringling Red 
Observers in the area said the show had some 
In August the show finally 
left the west coast area and moved south and 
eastward through Idaho, Utah, Colorado, and on to 
New Mexico. It was in Texas at El Paso, Sept. 7-11 
which was followed by more Lone Star state date: 
taking the show ever toward the east. Actually the 
fall route was uncertain until El Paso when Vargas 
decided he would move the show on into the deep 
outh. He told the trade publi ons that busines 
and mountain state: 
caused by the ga 
crunch earlier in California. Following an Oct. 1-4 
date in Baton Rouge, La. the show resumed it 


area and busine 


vutstanding promotion 


had been good in the northwe: 


f somewhat spotty busine 


routing ways of former seasons and moved some 
500 miles to Atlanta, Ga. Then came a backtrack 
through Alabama, on to Louisiana, and Texas. When 
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Big John Strong Circus on lot at 
Abilene, Kan., 1979 season. Photo by Jim 
McRoberts. 
December rolled arour till in Texa: 
anda finale for the seasor led in Odessa 
The 1979 Var 


opening walkar 


gram which included 
well balar 
nd ground 
Tradit 


ayed the 


repertoire 
Dory R. Miller, owner of Carson & Barne 

carries the greatest number of elephant 

circus in the country, started off in 1 

purchasing another pachyderm, th’ 

Ozzie Schlentz formerly had t 


\ n the road 


West Circu: 
Carson & Barne 

been delivered ne 

120 ft. round with five 40's, pu: le type, made 

orange and blue striped canva: how al: 

40x80 dining room top in the same colors. The 197€ 

big top was carried for use in very bad weather 

Carson & Barnes moved on about 27 vehicle 

painted in a color scheme of large red and white 

vertical stripes for the semis with red tractor | 

the show th New veh 

included one for the cookhouse and a canva 

The number of elephants varied, fron 

September while in Ohi 


population on the show was m howe 


logo on the cab door 


elephants, 3 camels, 2 zebra trich, 4 llama 
goats, 2 deer, 2 Brahama cattle, 2 donkeys, | hipp 
1 brown bear, 5 lions, 2 tigers, 1 leopard, 1 tigh 
and 1 buffalo. The menagerie was coralled bet 
the marquee and big top. Caged anima 
housed in shifting type dens. On the midw 
pony sweep, re how trailer, and gian 
exhibit 

Title of the 


and performance was presented in five rings. Perry 


The Glory of old Mex 


Johnson was again band leader and playe 
traditional circus mu: 

Carson & Barnes opened in its long time quarter 
town of Hugo, Okla., March 16, then moved shortly 
thereafter into Texas where it encountered plenty of 
rain and mud throughout the rest of March and early 
April. Later in April the show went north into 
Oklahoma and on to Kansas, Nebraska, as far west a 
Colorado, then reversed and headed eastward. It 
played again through Nebraska, then Missouri and 
into lowa and Illinois, Indiana, and Ohio. By October 
it was moving south through Kentucky, Missour 
Arkansas, and into the deep south in Mississippi and 
Louisiana. A swing into Texas completed the season 
with final date coming at Mt. Pleasant on November 
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Circus Vargas on lot, Southlake Mall, 
Atlanta, Ga., Oct. 6, 1979. New office- 
ticket trailer is in foreground with blue 
colored big top in rear. Photo by Joe 
Bradbury. 


phones was again the 
posters and date sheets were used 
L. B. “Hoxie” Tucker again had two under canva 
Circuses on the road. The larger show, Hoxie Bro: 
advertised that it had the “World's Largest Round American Circu 
enter pole big top was a 140 ft. round 
hhad been used in 1978 


hand Judy. A 
w, Moon Walk, and elephant rid: 
had 14 high plank seating surrounding the 
Band consisted of organ, trumpet, and drums, Seve 
elephants, two | ynes and 5 punks, including 
African, were carried. The € 
traight bed truck 4 tra 


purple wt 


troyed by fire. Fortunately the 
e McMahon, veterar agent, handled the acquire the show ) one day stands he had 


Althougt tour of the 


experimented with a shopping center format { 


{vance duties for the show 


ne dates in the past few year 


1979 tour str t ponsor type 


Hia 

Georgia, the Carolina: i 3 N Ww ed | m yn conclusion of the Hill 
how returned south through Kentucky 
and Georgia. Final stand came October 


was in Ohio. In June and July it was ir 
territory in New Jersey which was followed by a jum 
through New England and then into New York. It wa 13 at Swainsbor 


Hoxie's first visit to New York state. In early A e Manager Jim 


Ga ilete the 28th week 
dted in the 
the show returned to th la 1 f f on was very 


north were 


higan, Indiana 


area throu 5 days in 
t in Kentucky 

ee and Georgia. The weak day 
en took Hoxie quickly out of the were attributed to failure of the sponsors to 


September it was as far south a adequately promote the show. Forsyth, Ga, was one 


Rapid m 
midwest and by 
Georgia and Flor October saw a move along the of the big days in the late season in which the 
Gulf Coast through the Florida panhandle, Mississip: ponsor sold 2,400 advance tickets. Silverlake n 

and on to a three day stand in New Orleans. The that inflation was taking its toll of profits, however 

ow then moved back toward its home state and the This was the cry of most of the shows on the road ir 

an end on November a 1979 
Anew circus title in 197 


A policy change nat of Circus Genoa 


move the 6 p.m. matin 


applied to the s vhich toured the year 
yn & Bar ). Following the 1978 
on the 6 and 8 format. Overall bu as termed eason the show had gone into quarters at ar 
as fair for the seasor abandoned sawmill in Stapleton, Ala., near Mobile 
Hoxie Tucker's No. 2 show 


the performance was so long it wa 


During the winter Johnny Frazier, who had managed 





1 quarte: 
tart of the season, purchased 
and also a new 40 KW light 
mately the same size it has 
ifornia in March. After a 
Centro, April 
na to play 
veral Arizona 
ned to California. While playing 
April 16, a disturbed youth set fire to 
, ne, quickly 


1979 


Programs = ==s=se 


rt 7 


ty 


SE CAC TSI 





\ 
vaca 
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A typical Monte Carlo wagon, all were 
built from sea/land containers, with 
wheels added. Taken in Providence, R.|. at 
the opening stand. Pfening photo. 


new tra 


On the 
instead of a v 4 
1978. Big John later left Californ 


east playing stands in Texas, Oklat 


Kentucky and Ohio. In early July wh 
the show suffered a partial blowd 
in the afternoon but the tent wa 
the evening perform 
Other circuses ir 

the time of th 

Kelly Bros. La 

playing thre 

was in Colt 

reviewer. Bu 

unusual featt 

herd of six Bra 

act. Another old time 

mule act. Strong annou 

the conclusion of the 
reasons and said he had t 
outdoor type 
publications Big John said b 


)f show. In ar 
the cost of doing busine: 
advised that in his opinion the fu’ 
ircu uncertain. Johr 
California had been ve 
business had at times ber 
August the 
moving ever 
weeks were spe 
tand, October 21 

health ha 


not to sell the st 


Jungle Wonders Cir ywne 
Monte Carlo Circus flats and bi-level car 


at Niagara Falls, N.Y., Mar. 2-4, 1979. 
Photo by L.A. Sadler. 
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Monte Carlo Circus over land truck used 
to carry large back drop and back door 
Taken at opening stand Providence, R.I., 
Feb. 20, 1979. Pfening Photo. 


w was back in 


traw house 


big top, an 80 ft. rou 
acity was 1,000 and pe 

36 ft. ring. The 19 g top had been a 60 
30. The show had 17 acts in the 


aged animal presentation 


by, Texas, near Houston 
ypener he purchased a blue 
h had been 
The tent had 
yse as the Jungle 
eason with the 

format 


emi wa! 


Martin & Downs concession and ticket 
semi on lot at Stirling, Ont., Canada, May 
7, 1979. Photo by Paul Horsman. 





purchased. It was reported that while in quarters the 
elephant, Susie, accidentally killed a baby African 
elephant, and two additional elephants were bought 
from a zoo in Oregon. Visitors reported a total of 4 
elephants on the show during the early part of the 
eason, later there were only 3 

A sideshow was carried and a total of 33 animal: 
were on the show. These included 1 elephant, 12 
horses, 1 camel, | llama, Sicilian donkey, ponies and 
dogs. The elephant was named Okhu. Music was 
provided by an organ and trumpet. Franzen Bros 
after opening, played northward through Georgia 
Alabama, Tennessee, Kentucky, Indiana, Illinois, and 
Wisconsin, The show played the Genesee County Fair 
n Mt. Morris, Mich., Aug. 14-19. At Sardinia, Ohio, 
Sept. 22, a two day rain left six inches of water on the 
lot. The matinee was cancelled but the night 
performance went on as scheduled. Ordinarily the 
how used sponsors for its dates but a number of 
cold stands were played. The show was booked 
through the end of October as it moved south again 
through territory played earlier in the spring 


Roberts Bros., owned by Robert C. Earl, wintered 
in Florida and opened April 14 at Zephyrhills, The big 
top was the same one used the previous season. A 
new top was on order for June 1 delivery. Music wa 
furnished by organ and trumpet and performance 
presented in three rings. One elephant, Lisa, leased 
from Carson & Barnes was carried. The show moved 
on 8 trucks. On the midway was a moon bounce, 
novelties, and concession stands. After opening 
Roberts Bros. moved up the Atlantic seaboard and 
on June 7 while playing Schooley's Mountain, N.J. 
tragedy struck. During the evening performance a 
five year old boy was killed by a leopard during an 

uncaged act’. The animal was privately owned by 
the performer, No criminal charges were made 
against either the circus nor the owner of the leopard 
when it was found that all federal and state permits 
were in order and no safety regulations violated 
State officials made a thorough investigation of the 
incident and those living in the area predicted stiffer 
regulations were sure to come. A new requirement 
was put into effect immediately making it necessary 
to put a physical barrier between an act such as this 
and the public and it was specified the barrier must 
be more than just a rope. The leopard act was paid 
off by the show at once and it left New Jersey without 
delay. Roberts Bros. continued to play out its route 
through the state but at every stand it found many 
zealous inspectors hanging around. Later the show 
went into New England for dates in Massachusetts. 
Next came a turnaround and the show headed back 
down the eastern seaboard to again winter in Florida 
It had dates in Georgia booked for mid November 

The Hanneford Family Circus, owned by George 
Hanneford Jr., played the winter and spring season 
at the Circus Hall of Fame in Sarasota under a two 
center pole, bale ring type, red and white striped big 
top. Performance was given in one ring and featured 
the Hanneford riding act, a caged tiger act, and 
trained elephant. Seven high blue seating was used 


and music was furnished by an organist. Upon 
‘onclusion of the Hall of Fame engagement the show 
played a number of dates at fairs in the midwest, 
including the Greenville, Ohio fair, August 17-24 
Stebbing's Royal European Circus, owned by 
William Stebbing, wintered in Florida and in the early 
pring provided the background for a Jerry Lewis 
movie. The equipment was also used for several TV 
The show left Florida in mid May and 
while headed north was caught ir the independent 


commercial 


thy i, 


Kelly Bros. on lot at Pittsburg, Kan., 1979 
season. Photo by Jim McRoberts. 


truckers strike and encountered blockades at some 
truck stops causing inconvenience. Stebbings 
played two weeks around Chicago, then made fairs 
in Ohio, Michigan, West Virginia, Virginia, and the 
Carolinas. The big top, new last year, was an 85 ft 
round with two 40's, one more middle section than 
before. A new color scheme of blue and white 
replaced the former red and white motif. One 
elephant was carried with the show while the 
Stebbings owned Polack Bros. herd of four joined the 
Gatti-Charles American Continental Circus for date: 
on the west coast. Upon completion of its fair dates 
in the Carolinas the Stebbing Circus returned to 
Florida for the winter 

Circus Girard was operated by Carl Conley, Gerard 
Soules, and Steve Schumaker. It opened June 11 at 
Stow, Ohio, near Akron, and played a 12 week season 
through Ohio, Indiana, and Michigan. The show was 
transported on 4 trucks and had 5 living trailers. Big 
top was an 85 x 55, 2 center pole, red and white 
triped tent. One elephant, Betty, leased from Carson 


Carson & Barnes big top on lot at 
Brownsville, Neb., 1979 season. Photo by 
Jim McRoberts. 


& Barnes, was carried. The midway contained a 
sideshow housing the elephant, birds, and small 
animals. Upon conclusion of the season it was 
reported that Soules had sold his equipment to 
Conley who announced he would tour in 1980 a 
tenter under title of Circus Williams. 

Happytime Circus, owned by Dave Twomey, out of 
Windsor, Calif. sported very colorful canvas and 
equipment. The show opened in the Santa Rosa area 
then moved into the San Diego area for early season 
dates. Later it played a number of California fairs and 
also the Nevada State Fair in Reno. The show had a 
blue colored big top with new orange and yellow 
sidewall. The seats and poles also had this color 
scheme. Trucks were painted white with red and 
yellow lettering 

Gary Strong Circus, using a 3 center pole, push 
pole type, big top played several dates in Kentucky 
The show had one elephant. It reported two good 
days at Russellville, Kt. in May and also played in the 
Louisville suburbs 

In Canada, Martin & Downs Circus, opened May 6 

at Omemee, Ontario. The big top was in its third 
eason but there was a new cookhouse top with red 
and blue color scheme, The show moved on about 8 
trucks and had a new sideshow truck and cookhouse 
trailer, It carried one elephant, Jewel, owned by Bill 
Morris. Vehicles were painted a deep orange with 
dark blue stripes and yellow stars 

Circus Gatini had two separate units, both under 
canvas, playing in Canada 

Leading the indoor circus field was again 
Ringling-Barnum with its two major units, Red, and 
Blue, and debuting a third under title of Monte Carlo. 

Ringling Red featured the new 109th edition and 
was managed by Dean McMurray. New acts includ 


Jungle Wonders Wild Animal Circus on 
lot of Trenton, Neb., Aug. 5, 1979. Big top 
in foreground was used as the sideshow- 
menagerie by Circus Vargas the previous 
year. Photo by Joe Fleming. 





The Stebbing Royal European Circus 
opened early in February 1979 at the West 
Palm Beach, Fla. fair. Pfening photo. 


2 tunnel cars, 8 flats, and 1 bi-level car. The season's 

f dat at Nassau, L.I., Decem 2 
ich the show returned to it: 

quarter 

ed the Canistrelli trampoline, Naughton’s bears 

while the new principal spec was titled “Circus 28, played Lakeland, F 

Toyland”. The elephant production number wa Feb. 7-18 engagemi w hit on the fi 

Gypsy Fandango Atlanta causing business to be virtually nil and more 

Can". The train at the beginning of the seasc yf the white stuff at the following stand 


The Ringling Blue unit opened in Venice, Jan. 26 
then on to Atla 


and aerial ballet, “Cir Can 


cars and included a new flat to load the wardrobe Greensbor ancellation 
wagons and concession office The sb Pp a day 

Dec 31, 1978 a 
moved to St. Petersburg, Jar 
TV special was filmed 


trained tigers, le 


\ 
Venice 


The annual engageme 
Garden was played March 28-Ju whi 
followed by the date at the Philadelphia S 
June 5-17. Later the Red unit made the tour of the 
West Coast customary for the ne on each year 
It was reported that the California stands v 
19.4 percent over the previou 
reviewers termed the current Red unit the strong 
under the Ringling-Barnur 
how of the 1950 


authorities charged 
Naughton Jr 
While in Inglewood, Calif 
Monte Carlo Circus was add 
cars in the Red train. It 
shop-work car, 1 baggage 


a juvenile 


This bright aluminum wagon was new 
on the Ringling-Barnum Red unit in 1979. 
Photo taken at Miami Beach, Fla. February 
1979. Pfening photo. 


The Franzen Bros. Circus animal semi- 
trainer is pictured in Pickerington, Ohio. 
Ed Jones photo. 


presented under patronage of Prince Rainier Ill. The 
date was at Providence, RI, Feb. 10-25. The 
m featured Elvin Bale, single trapeze, wheel of 
oming over from Ringling Blue 
iber of several outstanding European acts 
Brown was the unit 
performance dire 


1 rocket 


with title 


u 
unlike other Ringling 


uced and drew rave 
ts route. A movie 
peaking opened 
2 and 3 day stand 

n the order of 


York 


) Macon 
elled and the 


World near 


The freshly painted Ringling-Barnum 
Blue unit is shown being unloaded at the 
first road stand in Ft. Meyers, Fla. February 
1979. Pfening photo. 





Haines City, Fla. to complete the season. The show 
had been booked through September 3 and plans 
made for it to stay out possibly as late as November 
It opened the Circus World stand in early July where 
the performance was presented under a Harold 
Barnes rented big top, a 150 ft. round with one 50 ft 
middle. Final performance was given on November 
11, then preparations were begun for some acts, 
equipment, etc. from Monte Carlo to be used for the 
opening of a Ringling-Barnum unit in Perth, Australia 
in early 1980. 

Mattel Inc., parent company of Ringling-Barnum 
in its quarterly report to stockholders on May 5 
1979, said there a 15 percent increase in 
operating profit for fiscal 1979. Circus World showed 
a 59 percent increase in revenues. For the first time 
in 7 years Circus World showed an operating profit 
before interest and depreciation. In March, Ringling 
Barnum purchased three ice shows using titles of Ice 
Follies and Holiday on Ice from Wirtz Productions of 
Chicago 

Fans throughout the land were saddened at the 
failure of the traveling Monte Carlo show. For a few 
hort months they were exhilarated that there were 
ndeed three railroad circuses in the country but 
oon saddened that it couldn't continue. It was the 
first set-back for the Felds who to date had batted 
perfectly on all of their new ideas. Circus World was 
low in making the grade but it had now done so and 
the appearance of the Monte Carlo Circus during the 
summer and fall of 1979 further boosted it to the 
peak of the theme park 


Why had the travelling Monte Carlo failed? It 


wa 
theatrical 
Juction at 

factory 


0 widely acclaimed by iona 
reviewers and fans alike. It 

its finest. No one r 

didn't ¢ 


opined it may 


answer why i orning 


Quarterback 


4 it Ringling-Barnum White tc 


hould have 
along with the Red and Blue units. Others felt the 
0 often due to stands of short 


Juration may have been too great. In any event, the 


expense of moving 


hort life of the beautiful Monte Carlo show, wa’ 
heart felt by circus lovers throughout the land 
American Continental Circu 
Charle 
eason in Fort Stockton xa 


produced by Gatti 
had a strong performance and opened it 
March 9. The show 
oon jumped to t ast coast making dates in 
California Washington how 


played Seattle u lice sponsorsh y two 


The live circus band returned to the 
Circus World Museum again in 1979. The 
air calliope is shown at top. Pfening photo. 


The Emmett Kelly, Jr. Circus again 
played under a big top in Louisville, Ky.,in 
August of 1979. Vachek motorcycle act is 
pictured. Bill Rhodes photo. 


weeks following the Shrine circus. At Oakland, Calif 
April 27-29, Bobby Stebbing and the 3 Polack 
elephants joined for a number of dates. The show 
also played the Shrine date in Los Angeles where 
hurt by the gasoline shortage. It was 

sre played in Canada. The 

hington in September then 


attendance 
reported 
how wa: 

Tommy Bentley and 

ajor headway in the 

ed from Circu 

early in the year. Throughout the season 

played both indoors and outdoors for 

tand, July 12-15, at the Carthage 

the performance wa 

r the red and white 


Bentley Bro: 


Cincinnati 

n two rings u 
red by George Hanneford Jr 

Carde n Circus, produced by Larry and 

purchased from Bobby Gibbs some 


triped big 


Betty Carder 
performing animals, a semi, and props. The show 
Feb. 20-25 and played a 
many areas of the country. It 
0 Cow Palace, May 4-6, for 


in Denver, Colo. in June the 


was in Milwaukee, Wi 


from poisoning 
the indoor field 


over most of the country, including Hartford, Conn 
in February and Kansas City in March. The show 
used the John Cuneo's Hawthorne Circus Corp. tiger 
and elephant act in its performance. 

Hubert Castle's Circus made a long route covering 
much of the U.S. and Canada with its season running 
from January through November. The show opened 
at Flint, Mich., Jan 13-21, played New Mexico dates 
in February, and March 3-11 was in Minneapolis. 
The Canadian tour began in Winnepeg, Man., May 5- 

2, for the 15th consecutive tour by Castle of the 
western provinces. In all Castle played 27 Shrine 
dates during the year. In July Castle told the press 
his show was slightly ahead in attendance over 
1978. At the conclusion of the season Castle in an 
interview said he would winter near Sarasota at the 
Zerbini quarters instead of at Seagoville, Texas, near 
Dallas. He advised he had done his biggest business 
ever in 1979 with nearly 90 percent of his dates 
setting new record highs. Most of his dates were for 
the Shrine. His territory now includes a sweep across 
Canada from Victoria and Vancouver in British 
Columbia eastward and in the States his dates are 
from Oregon and Washington to New York. During 
the gas crunch Castle observed that many people 
were not going on long vacation trips but instead 
would visit his circus playing nearby. Castle's report 
was the most optimistic of any circus owner for the 
1979 season 

Royal Hanneford Circus, owned by Tommy 
Hanneford, played indoor dates starting February 1 
in White Plains, N.Y. Later stands came in Virginia 
and West Virginia and the show was in Chicago for a 
Shrine date in March. During the summer the show 
was in a permanent building for a lengthy engage. 
ment at the Americana Amusement Park in 
Middletown, Ohio. In July a No. 2 unit was formed to 

lay the Coliseum Building at the Eastern States 
Exposition, West Springfield, Mass. In mid October 
Hanneford said he had purchased the equipment 
used on Circus Girard from Gerald Soules and 
advised in the deal he got the rolling stock, a big top, 
aluminum poles, seating, lights, rigging, and a 
alliope wagon. Hanneford said he planned to tour a 
No. 2 unit under canvas in 1980. 

Veteran showman, James M. Cole, opened his All 
Star TV Circus, January 20, in Schikinny, Pa. to begin 
an 11 week tour, which was billed as his 41st annual 
His route took the show through Pennsylvania and 


The Coronas Family featured their new 
cannon on the Walter L. Main Circus in 
1979. This photo was taken in Pleasure 
Ridge, Ky., by Bill Rhodes. 





New York. It was Cole's 62nd anniversary in the 
entertainment field. His unit had 6 pieces of rolling 
stock and played mainly in school gyms and 
auditoriums. 

Earl Tegge toured his TNT and Royal Olympic 
Circus during the 1979 season playing dates mainly 
in the mid west 

Col. Bill Voorheis opened his indoor show 
Voorheis Bros., January 8, and played a route 
in Michigan but also dates in Oh 
Virginia 

Sam T. Polack Circus, the Polack name being 
another pioneer in the indoor field, opened in 
Louisville, Ky., Feb. 7-11, in a snow storm but the 
show still claimed its take was 30 percent over 1978 
for the Shrine date in that city. In April at the Little 
Rock, Ark. Shrine date it was another record 
engagement for Polack with the SRO sign hung out 


Indiana, and West 


for several perfec ces. 
Eddie Zachinni's Olympic Circus played t 
Shrine date in Macon, Ga., April 6-8 and during the 


latter part of the season played a numb 
with an outdoor set-up using portable s 

Ed Migley, producer of Circus Odessy 
used a one ring European format for several stand 
in New England and other area’ 

International All Star Circus buck 
in the late winter and had to cance! 
Church, Va., March 2, due to the 
show had a live band and pla 
gyms and rec 
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Michigan. M & MC 
Feb. 14-18 in extrem 
Circus had a strong performar 
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playing all over the country an 
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Although the two Ringlin 
Monte Carlo provided their 
the indoor circuses played 
majority of which were f 


neup at Jack 


as Shrine, Police Assoc 
indoor shows kept a set perfor 
route, or at least most of it, others would 
constantly with the program lineup tailored to fit the 
particular engagement. Some d 
continuous route on the order 
while others would appear sporadi 
the circus year 
The Moscow Circus, promoted by Car 


Ringling-Barnum concession semi at 
Binghamton, N.Y., May 2, 1979. This 
beautifully decorated vehicle is operated 
by Sells-Floto Corp. and is used to deliver 
concessions to the various Ringling- 
Barnum stands during the season. Photo 
by Paul Horsman. 


The midway of the Clyde Beatty-Cole 
Bros. Circus is shown in Gettysburg, Pa 
during the CFA convention. Pfening 
photo. 


year still intact and as 9 passed into history it 
appeared they would be hitting the road again in 
1980. As usual there were strong indications there 
vould be some new circuses going out in 1981 as 
s that some of the old ones had played 
4. Only time would tell 

rcus themed permanent parks or attrac 
verall had a fair year. Circus World in Haines 
)perated by Ringling-Barnum, had its best 

n ever, Attendance during the summer and fall 
ided by the Monte Carlo Circus’ appearance 
anvas. The Circus Hall of Fame in Sarasota 

yme very slow weeks in the winter and early 
months. The George Hanneford Jr. Circu 
ng under canvas, made the first half of the year 

Hall of Fame. The Circus World Museum, as 

wn produced under can 

ason. One of the strong featu 
a live band and the ie tent format 
played in the manner of the big rail 
e past was retained. At the close of the 
! promising a 
2 during the July 4 

te of severa 

Ringling 


g Circus Museum in Sarasota 


Circuses of 1979 
(compiled by Don Marcks) 


Under Canvas Shows 

Circus Vargas, Clyde Beatty-Cole Bros., Carson 
& Barnes, Hoxie Bros., Great American, Circus 
Genoa, Jungle Wonders, George Hanneford Family 
Circus, Big John A. Strong, Franzen Bros., Roberts 
Bros., Kelly Bros., Circus Girard, Stebbing Royal 
European, Happytime, Dr. Pepper, Martin & 
Downs (Canada), Gatini (2 units) (Canada), and 
Puck's Circus (Canada) 


Outdoor-Indoor Shows — Playing buildings or 
outside facilities (on some occasion some have 
played under canvas) 

Ringling-Barnum Red Unit, Ringling-Barnum 
Blue Unit, Monte Carlo, Royal Hanneford, Hamid 
Morton, Carden-Johnson, M & M Circus, Garden 
Bros., Cole's All Star TV Circus, Sam T, Polack, 
Europorama, Wenatchee Youth Circus, Holiday 
Hippodrome, American Continental, Hubert Cas- 
tle International, Hubler International, Emmett 
Kelly Jr., TNT & Royal Olympic, Beck's Cicorama, 
Bentley Bros., Funs-A-Poppin Circus, Great Y. 
Circus, International All Star, Voorheis Bros., 
Circus Odessy, L.N. Fleckles and Bill Kay 
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‘Something Different Is vailable For You 


Rare photos of real circus life compiled in a 100 page 6”x9” book with 100 glossy photos 
enlarged from kodak pictures which | took in the 1920's and 1930’s during the years when | 
was a circus performer in the Big Top. Several pictures of 8 beautiful Belgian horses pulling 
circus street parade wagons, several pictures of 10 to 12 elephants either walking or standing 
and how elephants were unloaded at the circus train, line-up of cowboys and cowgirls with 
their mounts, bare-back riders, lion and tiger trainers in action with these animals, ponies, 
dogs, monkeys, clowns, acrobats, flying act in action, a line-up of 18 beautiful girl aerialists 
and much, much more. There are no more traveling big circuses but you can see how they 
did travel. This beautiful circus picture book should be in everyones household, as it is a real 
collectors item, so that children, teenagers and others can see what was in the past, also, 
makes an excellent gift. Send $5 per book in check or money order (not cash) to Johnnie 
Schmidt, Route 3, Box 170-A, Lindale, Texas 75771. Money back guarantee is for 10 days. 
Now read the above again. | thank you. 
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